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bY HAVE lately ſeeti an Extract of ſome Paſſages in 
1 fy Mr. Oldmixon's Hiſtory of England. The firſt of them is 
9 ſaid to be taken from his Preface to that Hiſtory, Pag. 9. 


. 


and runs in theſe Words. 


I have; in more than one Place of this Hiſtory, mentioned the great Rea- 
ſon there is to ſuſpect, that the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, as it was publiſhed 
at Oxford, was not entirely the Work of the Lord Clarendon ; who did 
indeed write an Hiſtory of thoſe Times, and, I doubt not, a very good one; 
wherein, as I have been (I believe) well informed, the Charatters of the 
Kings, whoſe Reigns are written, were different from what they appear in 
the Oxford Hiſtory and its Copy, Mr. Echard's. I ſpeak this by Hear- ſay; 
but Hear-ſay from a Perſon ſuperior to all Suſpicion, arid too iuftrious to 
be named, without Leave. - NK 8 | 0 


I alfo humbly refer it to the Deciſion of another very Bonourable Perſon; 


whether there is not, to his Knowledge, ſuch an Hiſtory, in Manuſcript, till 
extant ; arid to a Reverend Dottor, now living, whether hg did not fee the 
Oxford Copy, by which, the Book was' printed, altered, and interpolated, 
while it was at the Preſs. 2 | | 5 8 

* 'To which I muſt add, that there is now in Cuſtody of à Gentleman of 
Diftintiion, both for Merit and Quality, a Hiſtory of the Rebellion, of the 
firſt Folio Edition, ſcored, in many Places, by Mr. Edmund Smith, of Chri/t- 
Church, Oxon, Author of that excellent Tragedy, Pheara and Hippolytns ; 
who himſelf altered the Manuſcript Hiſtory, and added what he has there 
mark'd, as he confeſſed, with ſome of his laſt Words, before his Death. 
Theſe Alterations,” written with his own Hand, and to be ſeen by any one 
that knows it, may be publiſhed, on another Occaſion, with a farther Ac- 
count of this Diſcovery. In the mean Time, for the Satisfaction of the 
Publick, I inſert a Letter, entire, which I received fince the laſt Paragraph 
was written. | HET | 


| . To 


* 


cc . 3 . 
"2 \ Ccidentally looking on. ſame” of thę 8 


a. , % ..4 ” 7 7 
1 ; OI 4 : "4 — 4 - a. 4 
— 4 : 
- * OX 9 x ö N 


SIR, 


6 of your Hiſtory of England, 
during the Reigns of the Royal Houfe of Stuart, at the Bookſeller's 
I find, that you mention the Hiſtory of Lord Clarendon ; wherein you juſtly 


. * queſtion the Genuineneſs of that Book. In order to put the Matter out of 


* Doubt, I here ſend you the following Account. 

* Mr, Edmund Smith, a Mangyery well known in the learned World, came 
cc down to make me a it ar * about Func 17103 where he continued, 
© till he died, abqut fix Weeks after. ee ee 

* As our Converſation chiefly ran upon Learning and Hiſtory, you may 
©* eaſily think, that Clarendon's was not forgotten. Upon mentioning that 
Book, he frankly told me, that there had been a fine Hiſtory written by 
cc Lord Cl arendon, but what was publiſhed under his Name was only Patch- 
* work, and might as properly be call d, the Hiſtory of AI NAI 4 


7 ArtTerpugy: For, to bis Montage, 'twas altered; nay, that he himſelf 
mas employ d by them to interpolate and alter the Original. 


cc He then asked me, whether I had the Book by mee If I had, he would 
'* convince me of the Truth of his Aſſertion, by the very printed Copy. I 


immediately brought him the Folio Edition; and the firſt thing he turned 


© to, was the Character of Mr. Hampden, where is that Expreſſion: He had 


A Head to contrive, a Heart to conceive, and a Hand to execute any Villainy. 


He then declared, is evas foiffed iniy tbeſi Reverends. 


6e have only to add this, that he not only anderlined this Pollan, 
« a Forgery, but gave, during the ſhort time he lived with me, the 
« Remark to ſome Hundrode more. | — oy —ͤ—ͤ—ͤ 
PC... GE SE; eros aids to I am, SIR, Gr. 


Io a Sceond Paſſage, id to be taken from pag. 227. of the | 
Hi ſtary it ſelf, "Mr, Oldmixan is repreſented as & preiling himſelf thus. 


© In the Character of this great and excellent Man, Mr. Hampden, which 
ce we could wilh had eſcaped his (Lord CHarendon s) Drawings, or the Draw- 
ce ings of thoſe clumfy Painters, into whofe Hands bis Work fell, there is 
© ſomething ſo very falſe and baſe, that ſuch Coin could only come from a 
College Mint. (Ia a Hard; in hut was [aid of Cinxa might well be apply'd 
« 4% HAMPDEN : He bad a Head to contrive, and a Tongue to perſuade, and 


4 


as 
me 


4 Hand to execute any Miſchief. His Death, therefore, ſeemed to be a 
c great Deliverance to the Nation. - | | 


© 'There are not Words to eres the Infamy of this Slander, and Impo- 
ture, nor the unparallelled Wickedneſs of thoſe Doctors, who foifted (6 
cc 'horrid a Reflefligu into that Charafter. The Perſon who did it was 
C Mr. Edmund Smith, of Oxford, Author of Phedra and Hippolytus, a 
“ Tragedy; who, at his Death, confeſſed to the Gentleman, in whoſe Houſe 
© he died, that, among a great Number of Alteratious and Additions, which 


PS \ — 


* . * 


* The Words are much ſaſter in the Hiſtory ; where, inſtead of 4 Heart to conceive, 
we find, a Teugue ta per ſuade 3 and, inſtead of the Word Yillainy, that of . Miſchief ; as 
the Citation is, in another Part of this Extract, truly made. The unknown Writer af 
this Letter, while he is charging others with the Crime of falfifying Lord Clarendon's 
Hiſtory, ſhould have taken Care to ſtand clear of it himſelf. | N 

| | ne Bake | he 


(8): 


« he himſelf made, in the Hiſtory of. the Rebellion, by Order: of Doctor 


© ArDrIcy, Doctor ATTERBDURY, and 


* of Chri- Church, this very & 
-© one; and when he read it 
4 Back, and cry d, with an 


ar SMALIT ACE, ſucceſſive Deans 


of Cinna, apply d to Mr. Hampden, was 
0 thoſe Dis. he cla 
veration, 


Him on the 
coil do. The Conſeſſion Mr. Smith 


ce were his laſt Words. 


A great Part of the firſt of theſe, aſlages, including the Letter, is 
tranſlated verbatim into French, and publiſhed in a Journal, entituled, 
Bibliotheque Raiſonnee des Ouvrages des Savant de | Europe, pour: les Mois 


de Juillet, Aout, Septembre 1730. Tome 5me. I re Partie. 
ches les Weſteins & Smith wg 30. Art. 5, Pag. 154: &c. 


A Amſterdam, 


| After which, the Journaliſt adds the following Refledtion. 


| Cotte dicounerte fait peu d'honneu r 
aux trois T htelogiens qui ſont nommes 


dans la Lettre, & > ont paurt ant 


tenu un grand rang dans I Angleterre 
& dans la Republique des Lertres, 


Comme Mr. AT TERBURY,.- (i-devant. 


This Diſcovery does little Honour 
to the three Divines named in the Let- 


ter, Cc. As Mr. ArTERZUR T, hereto- 


| . Piſhop of Rocheſter, ono of the 
ree, is ſtill living, he will not probably 
be inſenſible of ſo grievous an Accuſati- 


Eveque de Rocheſter, Jun des troir on; and the Publick expects from him 


eſt encore vieant, il ne ſera pas ap- 
paremment tn(enſtble a une accuſation 
fi grave ; & le Public attend de lui 
les eclairciſſemens que Finterer ſeul de 
ſa reputation ſemble an ge Sil ſe 
tait, dans cette rencontre, il ny a point 
de doute que la falſiſication eft prouvee ; 
& quand meme il ne ſe tairoit pas, il 
faut que les eclairciſſemens ſoieut bien 


ſuch Accounts of it, as even the Intereſt 
of his own Reputation ſeems to require. 
If he is ſilent, on this Qceaſion, there 
can be no doubt, but that the Falſifi- 


cation is preved ; and-ſhould he not 
be filent, what he ſhall ſay, to clear 


up this Matter, muſt be very ſtrong, 
to deſtroy the Credit of ſuch a Teſti- 
mony. _ 


forts pour detruire ces faits, _ | 
Being called upon in this publick Manner, I think myſelf obliged 
to declare, that the foregoing Account, in all its Parts, as far as I 
am any ways concerned, is entirely falſe and groundleſs: For I ne- 
ver ſaw my Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory in Manuſcript, either before, or 
fince the Edition of it; nor ever read a Line of it, but in Print. It 
was impoſſible, therefore, that 1 ſhould deal with Mr. Snith in the 
Manner repreſented, with whom (as far as I can recollect) I never 
exchanged one Word in all my Life; and whom I know not that I 
ever ſaw, till after the Edition of that Hiſtory. If therefore he ex- 
E himſelf to this Purpoſe, in his laſt Moments (as J charita- 
ly hope he did not) he wronged me extreamly, and died with a 
Lie in his Mouth. | PLE 
bis Vindication of the Truth and myſelf, is neceſſary, ſince I 
happen to ſurvive the two other worthy Perſons mentioned. Were 
they alive, they would, I doubt not, be equally tend, ba 
clear 


(61 


clear themſelves from ſo foul an Aſperſion- As to one of thetn, 
Dr. Smallridge, the late Biſhop of Briſtol, no Suſpicion of this kind can 
poſſibly reſt on his Memory, becauſe he was not any ways concerned 


in preparing that Hiſtory for the Preſs; but as much a Stranger to 


the Contents of it, as I myſelf was, till it came forth in Print. I 
ſpeak with the more Aſſurance on this Head, becaufe my great In- 
timacy with him, as my Contemporary, both at Weſtminſter and 
Chrift-Church, gave me all the Advantages requiſite towards knowing 
the Truth of what I fay. With Dr. Aldrich, the Third Perſon ac- 
cuſed, I was acquainted more at a Diſtance. However, being cal- 
led upon in the Manner I am, I will add alſo what has come to my 


Knowledge, with regard to the Share, He, and Others had, in the 
Publication of that Hiſtory. | 1 


The Reviſing of the Manuſcript (written, as I have heard, not 
very correctly) was committed to the Care of Biſhop Sprat, and 


Dean Aldrich, by the late Earl of Rochefter ; who himſelf alſo aſſiſt- 
ed in that Reviſal, from the 121 to the End of the Work: So 


ave had the Conſent of thoſe 
Three Perſons. They were Men of Probity and Truth, and inca- 


pable of conſpiring in a Deſign to impoſe on the Publick. I can 


that any Changes, made in it, muſt 


cite nothing, that is material in this Point, from the Mouth of the 
Earl, with whom T rarely converſed; but the Biſhop and the Dean, 


to whom I ſeverally ſucceeded in the Deaneries of Griſt-Church and 
Weftminſter, and in the See of Rocheſter, ha vc occaſionally more than - 
once aſſured me, that no Additions whatſoever were made to the 
Manuſcript Hiſtory. And even the Earl, in his Preface to the Firſt 
Volume (for His I take it to be, tho' no Name is afhxed to it) has 
publickly proteſted his Innocence in this Reſpect, where he declares, 
that They who put forth the Hiſtory (he means Himſelf and his Brother, 
as appears from what follows) durſt not take upon them to make am Al- 


terations in a Work of this kind, ſolemnly left with them to be publiſhed, 
whenever it ſhould be publiſhed, as it was delivered to them, | 
Could He, and the two other Perſons by him employed, be ſup- 
poſed to have made any Additions, notwithſtanding ſuch Aſſurances 
to the contrary, yet their good Senſe (if not their Integrity) would 
have prevented, at leaſt, their re- touching thoſe Charafers, which are 


allowed to be the moſt diſtinguiſhed and beautiful Part of the 
Work, and to have ſomething of Original in them that is not to be 


imitated. The After-ſtrokes of any leſs able Pencil, intermix'd 
with thoſe of the firſt Maſterly Hand, would ſoon be diſcovered: 
And yet J am perſuaded, the moſt diſcerning Eye can find out no 
Traces of ſuch a Mixture; no, not in the Character of Mr. Hamp- 
den, even in thoſe Words, at the Cloſe of it, againſt which Mr. Old- 
mixon ſo warmly declaims. They are perfectly in the Style and Man- 


ner 


wg 
** 


only ſam up, r h different 
o — Volumes; Let the RefleRions. Wee 1 
ver — N gen oro peps, in 2 
have come from the Pen. oß an Hiſtorian, be had 
yo ure Ma. Hygmpden's Meaſures, and both ſeen 
and. — ad Conſequęences of them : But that ths Editors of his 
Vidſtory; no ways concerned in Tranſactions, ſhould, Sixty 
Yeats aljerards, cadre rg dehbereh wake ech 0 8 1 Inſereg 
non 1s not to. imagined: 307 £ . 
The-C on this by” FOR Heads ſhould 1 ben 
drought againſt thele Editors, while it was capable of being through- 
y examined at it, is comes a little too late, un it were 
better — Thalr ver Characters, to 2 Who knew 1 
and the Nature of the Evidence, to thoſe w ſha did not- 
judped a ſuſficient Confutation of it - For, pray, what is ar) 8 
gence? It confills in an Hrarſ from 4 Perſon, e to all Guſpicion, 
it ſeems, but 0% ilaſtriaur 20 bo nam, In an Appeal to anot her very 
Honownable: Pagen, 0 8 Revorond Doitor now living,” and jo a Gentleman 
Deſtindfion, : bo#h- for Merit and Oy; none of whaſe Names are 
fit to be oe dd. The only one produced. in the Caſe, is 
chattef My, Smivh, che: Author of an (nellen Fragedy ; but kl not 
an Author of Rank and * be enough to blaſt the Credit of * 
an mens . ©Oft-what Uſe can hi Eee he to this 
even fuppuſin 5 the Atcount:o : a,) when it is un- 
dou Ac falſe, as to I wo of the Three Perſavs' it is levelled at, 
Dx. — myſelf; and may therefore bo juſtly preſumed alike 
falſs; as to the Third; Dr. Advich Mi Shith: p 
fo lietle in the See ret. vf the Edition ehat Book, 
known even the Hande through W 


- as not to have 
it iſſed i And 18 not tharer 


relating to it; eſpecially, welch regard to Dr. Aldrich, his Governoutr 
. O Church; for whom his erſonal Averſſon, and the true Kęaſons 
of ie, ars too Well underſtood to need-cxplaining, I forbeat ſaying 
any thing harſh of one, not able to Anſwer for Fimſelk; many, 
now 4 abe ho kna them both, know how improbajle, and alto- 
gether incredible, it is, that Mr. Snith ſnduld have had the leaſt Share 
in Dr. Aldrich's Confidence, on ſo nice, or, indeed, on any Occaſion. 
The Gentleman, who ſcems to be convinced of the Truth of Mr. Smith's 
Aſertions, by his having pointed out and underlined the Paſlages, in 
Print, which he ſaid he was employ'd (by the three ſucceſſive Deans) 
to interpolate and alter, in Manuſcript, muſt. ſurely have been very 
willing to be convinced; otherwiſe, bs would not have taken a mere 
Aſſertion for a Proof, in ſuch a Cauſe, and from ſuch a Perſon, The 
Story of this Death-bed Declaration ſlept for about 9 Years; 
—— 


ars to have been 


fore to be-relied. a r in his Accounts of any other Circumftances 


2 A J iy mean el Patt of it) and t 4 fe 
„* "ok 5 her why e e hnd ei 
3 xa Publication, myſelf -pnly excepet 1 might, 
2 Fry IR | 3 ave he wr gar en 0 208 
e eee eardꝭ of what ys" to bare 
that Kind being, 2s, be knows, not very open c 
gon es 2 we, I might yer; in my Preſent Cirthitiftances; be 
"4, I -dollicitaus appear in the Diſproof* 
Vibe ria therefore, if without 
8 Ru, Advincages ; and had it deen Te 
e only out ph che Way, but out of ther 


„„ have dive to ben i idle L 
ke „ Tber 75 no Vanity Wh ing, t 
ä Hhelief ef it. A Kean Joumal — pa 
1 | had been treated, and, by that Means, an Opportunity 0 vind 
275 my ſelf; which d wasche rather determinecb not to declme, 
| : credit Company with; ; others, : Men of gre 
through whole Ace; che Auth of a noble and-uſefa}-Par 
Englil Eiſtory was Atruck at. e-Fauily amyaipe 
[can, I thank God; more eaſily practiſe Patieie 
dignities and Injuries in Slaves. ; . ei i 
32 Caſe,. with e Te 


r 99 1 I 


not to-indulge himlelf in ill;natur'd Rrlationb of th 
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